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Juvenile’s Delinquent Behavior
Both internal and external factors influence juveniles. They are delicate, and like a sponge, they absorb what they see in there surrounding. Crimes and other illegal behaviors are as a result of the influence of the immediate environment they interact with frequently. This paper seeks to explore different societal factors that most influence their decision to engage in delinquent behavior.
Juveniles who live in congested areas and slums are easily assimilated in juvenile delinquency. They are likely to know guns and drugs and other illegal behaviors. They are easily absorbed to gangs and prostitution depending on gender. Congested area such as slums is associated with poor economic status (Haerens, 2013). As a result, juveniles are persuaded easily to engage in criminal activities to improve their social-economic situation. Additionally, gangs and drug dealers dominate these highly congested areas, and juveniles tend to look for them as their role model. Also, the social need to belong to these gangs is high, as they may be perceived as outcasts if they refuse. It is known that a lot of young children in slums avoids going to school as their parents don’t appreciate its benefits (Gerler, 2007). Therefore, they are always left idle most of the time, which an excellent recipe for engaging in immoral and criminal activities.
According to Haerens (2013), school environment also influences juveniles conduct. It is one of the main places that determines the personality of the child, even in the future. The reason is that juveniles spend more than half of the time in schools and interacts with different people with various personalities. If a school environment tolerant usage of drugs, sex, petty crimes and bullying, then children’s behavior may tend to adjust in that direction. For instance, most schools experience bullying, although authorities always downplay this fact. According to research conducted by the CDS in 2015, 8.1% of students have experienced bullying, while 7.1% fears that they may soon be a victim to the extent of missing school (Gerler, 2007). Because of the fear of bullying, juveniles will join gangs and use drugs for protection.
Peer pressure is also another societal factor that influences the juvenile’s behavior. The adolescent stage can be agonizing as it is a crucial stage where a child to develop and frequently look for acknowledgement from social gathering and associates. The need to fit to a particular group is the recipe for immoral and criminal behavior, especially when such groups exhibit such characteristics (Hoffmann, 2015). Teenagers acknowledge companion pressure as one of the main reasons they engage in dangerous acts such as self-medicating, drug abuse and sexual conduct.
According to Shoemaker (2013), the absence of strong ethical direction is another factor that contributes to juvenile delinquency. Teenagers imitate the action of the adults in a given environment such as guardian and parents. When the lacks proper ethical guidance, teenagers embrace unethical conducts, including criminal activities, and if measurements are not taken, such action would be part of their lives forever. The situation is compounded if the teenager is not enrolled in a proper school where he can learn to distinguish between the right and the wrong.
To sum, supervenes are usually at a critical stage, and their behaviors are easily affected by internal and external factors. Externally, they negatively affected by lack of strong ethical direction either by parents and guardians, peer pressure, the school environment and congested dwelling places such as slums. All of these factors can be averted. Therefore, it calls for corrective responsibility among parents or guardians, government and the society at large to shape the behavior of teenagers in the right way.
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